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Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, dear guests and visitors,
g K2Q@S Ow®dasnokd& dalorship in the house of the Lord!

Please come before the altar and join each otlieS i Qe todethefr andisitin acircle, foktA & A& Y2NB 02y @Sy ASyid | yR
messageWe will begin this worship meeting by prayer and sing the gange are gathered (38). Be assured that the Lord Jesus Christ wikim®ng

us, through the Holy Spirit, sent by God the Father, as we can réddtthew 18:20¢ hefe twoor three are gathered together in my name, there

am | in the midst of theth @ ! F (G S NJ (i K Swe kbidll po& el withyfHe mésgayed

T2 RI& L QR fwkhlabof yo@ orthézopiRd Meincand stayingoined together What binds and holds us together as human beinggWe shall
explore this topidn quite practical and illustrative ways. The focus will be on our relationseaith otherin our congregationon us as peopl@ined
together in Jesus Christ.

| got inspired about this topisome time agdhrougha sermonand practical illustratiothat was given by German itinery pastdansMartin Roker As
| prayerfully prepared this messageame up with some additional though&sd practical illustratioato approach this topi¢ and | lope that we alll
will benefit from it in some way or the other

Introduction
What binds and holds us togethel®it ourrelations with each other, the personal and socidies between u# Is itthe social networkhat we are
woven in from thebeginninguntil the endof our lives? Is ithe web and mesh of more or less personal relations teanect us and keep us

connected?

The French writeAntoine de SairExupéry (190944)once wrote:dMan is a knot, a web, a mesh into which relationships are tied. Only those
ISt dA2yaKALIA YI G0GSNWDE

| believe sptoo. Only relationshipsatter.L QY (i Kspefidllyofyfeationsbetween people, joined togethein friendship, marriagefamilies,places
of study andwork, or communitiessuch asillages, towns and citiesongregationsorganisationgnd the society or world at large.

LJ


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2018:20&version=KJV

L QR fllusttat® this B/practical means: LS (i Q da fawltapeSolls[five pieces hold them upand imagine thatach of theerepresentsa human
being, orone of us As we are joined together, this may be illustrated lyaasparent tape, binding and holding us togethfzonnect the rolls by
taping them togethewith a slip of tapeinto a sort of a chain

The ties betweenhe rolls of tapeare made of the sammaterialasthe tape rolls.This shows to us thave as human being®ly fundamentally on our
social realtions. Human beingare essentiallysocially related to each other¢ we arenot seltcontained unitary individual8y this | meanhat we can
only exist andunderstand ourselves due to the fact that we are intrinsically related to other human beings

The GermasBritishsociologist Norbert Eliad $97-1990 once expressed this thought like this¢ K S NB  #pdint of the sdcidl MBtedness of the
AYRAGARdzZE £ 2 y2 WOoSIAYYAYIQ 2NJ aKFNL) oNBI']1 6KSy KS ai&lithanbdgiyisicdinka 2 OA S
dzLJ 6 A 0K 20KSNJ KdzYly o6SAy3adé —

around him.This may be atsillustrated by these tape rolls and the tiektapebetween
We may also understand this by looking ardwat each other. We notice th&veryoneis ,,..
gathered atthis very moment.

her. Things that join us togethare both ofmaterial a
immaterial nature. Think about theavork that we do to earn thenoneyandto accomfp S 1 the wisdorthat we needto ensureour livelihood,the

houses we build to provide shelter feach and everyonghe taxes we pay for the loéal community or national staténteest them inpublicservices
the thingsthat we produce in factoriet supply us with foo@nd other stuff orthe pqliiicsand sciencéhat we areengaged ino accumulate
knowledgefor the benefit of all in societgnd the world at largeAnd so forth.

Internet ¢ the very terns Yhter-netQor Web(x; already expresthis fact of being con
especialyp 2 T Al Qa &t 23Fy &/ 2yySOGAW3I LIS 24




But is this all of it? Are our social and personal relations, the material and immaterial things
and the tools of communication, sufficient to bind and hold us together?

[ SG Qa thé tap2 tollslagain, representing us as human beijogsed together. Weusuallyspend a lot of time and &frts to strengthen our ties.
We make the connections tightvind up moretape around one of the jointsBut sometimes these may be stretchaditdue toproblems or
difficulties, and we ardrifting apart from each othdgtretch the tape rollsjwhich we may experience as a bad thiBgmetimeshowever the
stretchingof our tiesis alsogoodin order to reach outo othersand establish newelations[tape a newroll to one of the others]Last but not least,
sometimes our relations or ties mayear out due tosomestrainbeingput on them, and sooner or latethey may kreak, for the good othe bad[rip
two of the tape rolls apart]

There are mangoncreteexanples that we may come up withat tell us of broken relations between peopla general howeverwe makeplenty of
efforts to stay connectednd tied upwith each other But there may be alseelations and ties that are not good for us. These may be wrong
dependencies, bindingeopletogether¥ 2 NOS T dzf £ & | YR @A 2 th&gréldtiendand tiedy abladk thi®ad [iaRe bdk thieasl &rfsl y {
bindthe two tape rolls togethewith the other three tape rolls Thesetiesare bad in sucla way that theyshow us that we are sometimeslated to
wrong things and peoplelheymay besotight that they caus a lot offriction, and sooner or latewe may feel like beinghained to wrong people or
things Eventuallywe need to cuthese kind of relationsor ties,for otherwisethey wearusout and breakus apartcut the black thread with a pair of
scissorsand then tape the two to the three tape rglls




Yet we can also understand thaging chained, or beingbound to each other, has its strengthhuman chain is quite good in so far asevareheld
together and kept safdy by others in the chairAnd, & we stay connectednd tied upby various means, it is not very likely that someone will get
disconnected, or that the chain breaks. But we all know that this may happgathwill most lkely occurat weak ties or members of a human chain. You
have heard about the saying:! OKIF Ay Aa 2yfeé Fa aidNRy3a a Ada oSFH1Sad ftAy]l ®¢

So, what happens when even our ties and means of connecting do not hold? We must statpiythe weakest link will break apart [rip off another
tape roll and lay it asideAnd, in the worstase, this will also caugke chain itself, or the ones who are still connectetb break and loose their
entire strength and purpose.

The Polish writer Stanislaw Jerzy Lec (19986) captured thishoughtin one of his apbrisms:"The weakest link in the chain is also the strongest. It
can break the chain."”




Of coursenow that | approach this topic dpcusing, especiallypn our relations with each othess being joined together in Jesus Christz ¢ S & K 2 dzt
be worried. Jesusameto savethe weakand sinnersandHe, the Christ and Messiahg-connects everyone that is broken or broke apafor whatever
reason

He firstre-connects usto God the Father and endows with the Holy Spiritl have often thought about the wordeligionQwhich indicates thifact of
God binding us back to Him through Jesus Christ. The termy&ligiordéomes from the Lativerb Wt A Ivhidheansvi 2 G A S dzLJQ -2 NJ Wi 2
0 A yNRofRover, religion alsocludesii K S goelNRwhigh speaks of the fact @hristiansdeingdependent on and to have faith in God.

' f NBIF R& Ay (GKS ht R c¢aStheiDhevvbo/réconiéStsintza with ®oddis doield, o Raistreshadowed by events telling us
about the relation of Israel or other nationswith@dd L i dza Sa G KS TFA 3dzNI (A O Sod dkigyd gessiBlSfortnantol KS g 2 NJF
establish ties and relations with Him:

Jeremiah 50:5They[lsraeland Judahwill ask the way to Zion and turn their faces toward it. They will comebamtithemselves to the Lord in an
everlasting covenant thawill not be forgotten.

Isaiah 56:6And foreigners whdind themselves to the Lord to serve him, to love the name of the Lord, and to worship him, all who (...) hold fast to
my covenant.

Zechariah 2:11Many nations will bgoined with the Lord in that day and will becomeny people. | will live among you and you will know that the Lord
Almighty has sent me to you.



http://www.thefreedictionary.com/religion
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/rely
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+50:5&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+56:6&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah+2:11&version=NIV

The Cord of Three Strands

X
Let me state here thafesus Christ establishes strong relations with and between all believers who come to faithand -
trust in Him [take up the tape rolthat wasplaced aside and tape it back to the other§] QR f A { S {r&corinéctiodza (i
by means ofa cord of three strands, which is also a Biblical metaph@cclesiastes 4:92). The cord of three strandtake up the redcord
refershereto the triune God:Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit and the Father (1 Corinthians 1:910:16 2 Corinthians 13:14Philippians 2:11 John 1:37).
Thecord is weaved through all the tape roto so slavly] andthustells thatbelieversare joined together in Him.

YR O0KSNBQa S@Sy Y2NB -conectadtith Galzaddrhrofigh Hign wighbthed elleyes in NéSus Chnishe New Testament
we canreadnColossians 1:t1a Ly |1 AY Fff (KAFPARGKE K Ris BeAns & &MEr odr weaknessl sinfulnessif we fail
and break away fronGod andothersat times and come to repent, admit our failuréle will be there, antold everything together, each and
everyone of us [rip off oneof the tape rolls: it will be kept by the cord of three strandshen tape it back again

LOR fA1S (2 7Tetherdmiof tRrge stinidSs cofolir€d tied, forit Irepresensthe love of God:dLove binds all together in perfect unityé
(Colossians 3:)4Already inHosea 1141 KS . A6t S YSyUA2ya | peppkintobBidh AcareNBifiet ibgetheyas liellevers inl A &
JesusChrist Yy R D2 RQa f 2l@ibthetn dithltiad st Bvedza

The good news is also thtite red cord of three strands and the love of God 6 2 Y Qi 0 NB I | T Welread kRomang 8:383 (sed@sdlB & S NIp
Hebrews 13:6 Yamoiconvinced that neither deathor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be ableeparate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Larédewill be with s
GKNRdzZAK Fff GAYSas dzMathdw2&IaDKS GSNE SyR 2F GKS |3S¢ o
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[ SGQa LI dziaaSd sih@togkther thie Kor@n&us together, Lord (54).

Then we shall exploreow we, as believers in Jesus Chnisay strengthen and maintain our relations and ties with each other, and also get others
along onto the cord of three strands:



Six Threads that Bind and Hold Christian Believers Together

The Bibleprovidesinstructionsof how we carstrengthen and maintain our relations and ties with each other as brothers and sisters in Christ. It also
shows that the people, or us, who are joined togetheatw in God, are not meant to be an exclusitain orcircle[take up the red cord and tape

rolls and bend them to a circle, and theromen]but be open for others. The cord of three strand has an open end, at least for the time being, as many
Y2NB LIS2L)X S aK2dzZ R 0S &aGNAYy3ISR fA1S LISINIa (2 D2RQa O2NR 2F f20So

The cord of three strands also brings forth other threads, or the triune God endows us with the threads respectivelysratatibas that bind and
hold us togetherL Q Rto fliUstiat® thisby means oflifferently coloured threads that eachstands fora particularway of strengthening, maintaining
and creating new relations and ties in and for a Christian community.

These ardghe sixdifferent-colouredthreads:

1 Thered thread stands for loving each other as God has commanaetisihown through Jesus Christ .

Thewhite thread stands for repenting sins and forgiving each other.

1 Theblue thread stands for the continuous meeting, sharing of time and space, goods and money, fbddragandhelping servingand
caring foreach other as believers.

1 Thegreen thread stands for praying, worshiping, singi praising in a congregation.

Theyellow thread stands 6r studying the Bible together.

1 Thebrown thread stands for ministerigtogether in the Great (@n)mission and/or working for godly purposeby individual and joint effors
with the gifts every believer has received from God.

=

=



Red thread: Loving one another

a! ySg O2YYIYR L 3IAGBS &2dzy [2DSe 2d2SY dzy @ (i (K BB 3 BAEE: alsRRMaSIS AP O SR & 2 dz>
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2013:34&version=NIV
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White thread: Confessing sins to and forgiving one another
G/ 2y FTSaa e2dzN) Zamésis: 12 S OK 20KSNWE 6
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Blue thread: Meeting with and caring for one another

G¢cKSe wiKS 0StASOSNEB RS@P2(SR ( KBlwwsBg tetikedreakifg ofibke&d ahditdpeayet. B/argbneiwss!fileK A y 3
e, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had euesgthmgn. Selling
i goods, they gave to anyasbe had need. Every day they contintedneet togetherin the temple courts. They broke bread in

impart to you some spiritual gift to make you IS, encouraged by each

d¢tKSe wikK

SNEB8 RS@P20iSR (KSY @Sa G2 (KS | LRywedBEvéyw ks Silledd K A vy 3
with awe, and manyionders and culous signs were done by the apgstl elievers were toge#r and had everything in commo

their possessions an@ goods, they to anyone as he had Beery day th ntinued to meet together in the temple courts. They brok& bread in
their homes and ate. [ nd sincere hearts, prai€iod and gMoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their Rumber

A NB AY v
G/ I NNB SIFOK 203KSNJXHa | Yy RGatins®:R A a oI &
G, 2dz Y& ONRUKSNEX OFrftt SR G2 6S FTNBESo . R2 YR A yizzG8atgnd 8M8) & NS

G9FOK 2yS aK2dzZ R dzaS 4KIFIGSOSNI IATO KS KFa NBOSA PSR ()X anjiofe\sBr&s, Bell K S NA
should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may b fr&l  ( K NP dz3 K 1 Refesddrél 1, $e& dkiMatiheni20:28
andEphesians 4:116)



http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202:42-47&version=NIV
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Green thread: Praying, worshiping and singing with one another

Gt KSe wi Kdevoiediiemselge® ik &postles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of breadtamdayer. Everyone was filled
with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had ewesgthingn. Selling
their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the tesadlaegobroke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of atiglee pad the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being savédActs 2:4247)
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Yellow thread: Studying the Bible with one another
G SG GKS 62NR 2F / KNASGHORSKSYR RRY2YZHA KA DKESOsYaBASBRB NI 6 A K ff GAAR2Y

A X oAz o

AL otldzZ e vYeasStT I|Y ozymyééﬁzz Y eé ONEGKSMBEf@IéEIS ég’ﬁ& EZd’ZN.EBS@BéGEN
(Romans 15:14see alsd’roverbs 2717, 1 Thessalonians 5:12

Gt NBIF OK (GKS 22NRT 0SS LINBLI NBR Ay &SI a2 yithlgndR pagedeé and Garefdl § 13 & AJAZTin@BRYINE O &
4:2, see alsditus 1:516)
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Brown thread: Ministering together in the Great (Com)mission and/or working for a godly purpose by individual and joint efforts with the gifts
every believer has received from God.

-
b! t ™l dzii Kg@ Al rihake disgipleKdBall Gefiofis, | YR 2
irit, and teachin@them to obey everythingrmheveded you. And
delaB MR © Y R 0

G¢KSYy WSadza OFYS (G2 G4KSY FyR al AR
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
adzNBte L Y gAGK @2dz | dMatthéw28:182

Q' US thé rdirfstrydaBrecdngiliatfork that God was reco
has committed to us the message of reconciliation. \kef@ne
- 1AYy3a KA& | LIISEHE (KNRdJzZEK 22odnthiiSs:529) L) 2 NB

Gttt GKAA Aa TFTNRY DgRtBroughkCarist
himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. An
ambassadord, & (K2dzZK D2R ¢ SNB

a ¢ Kﬁ%ﬁ F 2 NB I ersystandRisnl Ld n@l& ind¢e you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you Kiw that your labor
“KS
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should do it with the str
andEphesians 4:116)

A @SR (i) & anjioBe\sENG:s, Bl
X 41011, Nde alsidatthevd 20:2

with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had
their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to niesgtitotie temple courts.
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the Avedpies Lord added to their number
daily those who were being savédActsi2:4247)
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Conclusion:

All of these six threads should be usedo strengthen, maintain and create new relations and ties in and for a Christian community.

The morethreads we addogether and make a cord out of thein the fashion oEcclesiastes 4:92, and use it as a tibetween usthe betterthey
keepustogether, and the more appealing thestrengthandO2 f 2 dzZNAy 3 A& (2 GK2aS 6K2 KI @SyM@dén. 8SG 22A
[make a cord of the treads and biridaogetherwith some of the tape rolls]

[ SGQa & Alsk, stand ahdny Ks$381), and then concludeur worship meetingvith the Blessing Song.
After that we hear a few announcements, and then will be time to spend some time tegetier a cup of coffee or tea.
Keep each other in prayers thiemingweek[hand out green threadfor everyoneas a reminder of praying for one anothei



http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes%204:9-12&version=NIV

