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Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, dear guests and visitors, 

ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ today in order to worship in the house of the Lord! 

 

Please come before the altar and join each other. [ŜǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ Ǝet together and sit in a circle, for tƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜŦǳƭ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 

message. We will begin this worship meeting by prayer and sing the song As we are gathered (38). Be assured that the Lord Jesus Christ will be among 

us, through the Holy Spirit, sent by God the Father, as we can read in Matthew 18:20Υ ά²here two or three are gathered together in my name, there 

am I in the midst of themέΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƎ we shall proceed with the message: 

 

TƻŘŀȅ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇƻƴŘŜǊ with all of you on the topic of being and staying joined together. What binds and holds us together as human beings? We shall 

explore this topic in quite practical and illustrative ways. The focus will be on our relations with each other in our congregation, on us as people joined 

together in Jesus Christ. 

 

I got inspired about this topic some time ago through a sermon and practical illustration that was given by German itinery pastor Hans-Martin Röker. As 

I prayerfully prepared this message, I came up with some additional thoughts and practical illustrations to approach this topic, and I hope that we all 

will benefit from it in some way or the other. 

 

Introduction 

 

What binds and holds us together? Is it our relations with each other, the personal and social ties between us? Is it the social network that we are 

woven in from the beginning until the end of our lives? Is it the web and mesh of more or less personal relations that connect us and keep us 

connected? 

 

The French writer Antoine de Saint-Exupéry (1900-1944) once wrote: άMan is a knot, a web, a mesh into which relationships are tied. Only those 

rŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦέ 

 

I believe so, too. Only relationships matter. LΩƳ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ especially of relations between people, joined together in friendship, marriage, families, places 

of study and work, or communities such as villages, towns and cities, congregations, organisations and the society or world at large. 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2018:20&version=KJV


LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ illustrate this by practical means: LŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ a few tape rolls [five pieces, hold them up] and imagine that each of these represents a human 

being, or one of us. As we are joined together, this may be illustrated by a transparent tape, binding and holding us together [connect the rolls by 

taping them together with a slip of tape, into a sort of a chain]. 

 

The ties between the rolls of tape are made of the same material as the tape rolls. This shows to us that we as human beings rely fundamentally on our 

social realtions. Human beings are essentially socially related to each other ς we are not self-contained unitary individuals. By this I mean that we can 

only exist and understand ourselves due to the fact that we are intrinsically related to other human beings. 

 

The German-British sociologist Norbert Elias (1897-1990) once expressed this thought like this: ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ȊŜǊƻ-point of the social relatedness of the 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΣ ƴƻ ΨōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΩ ƻǊ ǎƘŀǊǇ ōǊŜŀƪ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀǎ ƛŦ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀǎ ŀ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳƴǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŀnd then begins to link 

ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎΦέ 

 

Personal relations and constellations between us or people in general are different to all of us individually. All of us are individual human beings, even 

though (and because of) we are essentially socially related. Everyone maintains a unique position in space and time, and is bound to certain people 

around him. This may be also illustrated by these tape rolls and the ties of tape between [point out the tape rolls, connected with each other by tape]. 

We may also understand this by looking around at each other. We notice that everyone is seated on a particular chair in the circle in which we have 

gathered at this very moment. 

 

In addition to people and our relations with them, iǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ things that bind and hold us together. Things that join us together are both of material and 

immaterial nature. Think about the work that we do to earn the money and to accomplish the wisdom that we need to ensure our livelihood, the 

houses we build to provide shelter for each and everyone, the taxes we pay for the local community or national state to invest them in public services, 

the things that we produce in factories to supply us with food and other stuff, or the politics and science that we are engaged in to accumulate 

knowledge for the benefit of all in society and the world at large. And so forth. 

 

MoreoǾŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ tools of communication that connect us, or at least help us to connect with each other and staying connected. Think about the 

Internet ς the very terms Ψinter-netΩ, or ΨwebΩ ς already express this fact of being connected with each other. Or think about mobile phones and, 

especially, bƻƪƛŀΩǎ ǎƭƻƎŀƴ ά/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ 

 

  



But is this all of it? Are our social and personal relations, the material and immaterial things 

and the tools of communication, sufficient to bind and hold us together? 

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ the tape rolls again, representing us as human beings, joined together. We usually spend a lot of time and efforts to strengthen our ties. 

We make the connections tight [wind up more tape around one of the joints]. But sometimes these may be stretched a bit due to problems or 

difficulties, and we are drifting apart from each other[stretch the tape rolls], which we may experience as a bad thing. Sometimes, however, the 

stretching of our ties is also good in order to reach out to others and establish new relations [tape a new roll to one of the others]. Last but not least, 

sometimes our relations or ties may wear out due to some strain being put on them, and sooner or later they may break, for the good or the bad [rip 

two of the tape rolls apart]. 

 

There are many concrete examples that we may come up with that tell us of broken relations between people. In general, however, we make plenty of 

efforts to stay connected and tied up with each other. But there may be also relations and ties that are not good for us. These may be wrong 

dependencies, binding people together ŦƻǊŎŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘƭȅΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ these relations and ties by a black thread [take black thread and 

bind the two tape rolls together with the other three tape rolls]. These ties are bad in such a way that they show us that we are sometimes related to 

wrong things and people. They may be so tight that they cause a lot of friction, and sooner or later we may feel like being chained to wrong people or 

things. Eventually we need to cut these kinds of relations or ties, for otherwise they wear us out and break us apart [cut the black thread with a pair of 

scissors, and then tape the two to the three tape rolls]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Yet we can also understand that being chained, or being bound to each other, has its strength. A human chain is quite good in so far as we are held 

together and kept safely by others in the chain. And, as we stay connected and tied up by various means, it is not very likely that someone will get 

disconnected, or that the chain breaks. But we all know that this may happen; it will most likely occur at weak ties or members of a human chain. You 

have heard about the saying: ά! ŎƘŀƛƴ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ǿŜŀƪŜǎǘ ƭƛƴƪΦέ 

 

So, what happens when even our ties and means of connecting do not hold? We must simply state: the weakest link will break apart [rip off another 

tape roll and lay it aside]. And, in the worst case, this will also cause the chain itself, or the ones who are still connected, to break and loose their 

entire strength and purpose. 

 

The Polish writer Stanislaw Jerzy Lec (1909-1966) captured this thought in one of his aphorisms: "The weakest link in the chain is also the strongest. It 

can break the chain." 

 

  



 

Of course, now that I approach this topic by focusing, especially, on our relations with each other as being joined together in Jesus ChristΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

be worried. Jesus came to save the weak and sinners, and He, the Christ and Messiah, re-connects everyone that is broken or broke apart for whatever 

reason. 

 

He first re-connects us to God the Father and endows us with the Holy Spirit. I have often thought about the word ΨreligionΩ, which indicates this fact of 

God, binding us back to Him through Jesus Christ. The term ΨreligionΨ comes from the Latin verb ΨƭƛƎŀǊŜΩ, which means Ψǘƻ ǘƛŜ ǳǇΩ ƻǊ Ψǘƻ ǘƛŜ ōŀŎƪΩΣ ΨǊŜ-

ōƛƴŘΩ. Moreover, religion also includes ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ Ψto relyΨ, which speaks of the fact of Christians being dependent on and to have faith in God. 

 

!ƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ as the One who re-connects man with God was foretold, or at least foreshadowed by events telling us 

about the relation of Israel or other nations with GodΦ Lǘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΩΣ ƻŦ God making it possible for man to 

establish ties and relations with Him: 

 

Jeremiah 50:5:  They [Israel and Judah] will ask the way to Zion and turn their faces toward it. They will come and bind themselves to the Lord in an 

everlasting covenant that will not be forgotten. 

 

Isaiah 56:6: And foreigners who bind themselves to the Lord to serve him, to love the name of the Lord, and to worship him, all who (...) hold fast to 

my covenant. 

 

Zechariah 2:11:  Many nations will be joined with the Lord in that day and will become my people. I will live among you and you will know that the Lord 

Almighty has sent me to you. 

  

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/religion
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/rely
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+50:5&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+56:6&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah+2:11&version=NIV


The Cord of Three Strands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let me state here that Jesus Christ establishes strong relations with and between all believers who come to faith and 

trust in Him [take up the tape roll that was placed aside and tape it back to the others]. LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ re-connection 

by means of a cord of three strands, which is also a Biblical metaphor (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12). The cord of three strands [take up the red cord] 

refers here to the triune God: Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit and the Father (1 Corinthians 1:9; 10:16; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Philippians 2:1; 1 John 1:3-7). 

The cord is weaved through all the tape rolls [do so slowly] and thus tells that believers are joined together in Him. 

 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜ-connected with God, and through Him with other believers in Jesus Christ. In the New Testament 

we can read in Colossians 1:17: άLƴ IƛƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ. LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΚ This means that even in our weakness and sinfulness, if we fail 

and break away from God and others at times, and come to repent, admit our failure, He will be there, and hold everything together, each and 

everyone of us [rip off one of the tape rolls ς it will be kept by the cord of three strands ς then tape it back again]. 

 

LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ the cord of three strands is coloured red, for it represents the love of God: άLove binds all together in perfect unityέ 

(Colossians 3:14). Already in Hosea 11:4 ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ Iƛǎ people, into which we are all joined together as believers in 

Jesus Christ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǳǎΥ άI led them with ties of loveΦέ 

 

The good news is also that the red cord of three strands and the love of God ǿƻƴΩǘ ōǊŜŀƪΤ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŀǎǘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦ We read in Romans 8:38-39 (see also 

Hebrews 13:5ύΥ άI am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.έ He will be with us 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ άǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜέ όMatthew 28:20).  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes%204:9-12&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%201:9&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2010:16&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%2013:14&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202:1&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%201:3-7&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1:17&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203:14&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea+11:4&version=NIV
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[ŜǘΩǎ ǇŀǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ and sing together the song Bind us together, Lord (54). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then we shall explore how we, as believers in Jesus Christ, may strengthen and maintain our relations and ties with each other, and also get others 

along onto the cord of three strands:    

  



Six Threads that Bind and Hold Christian Believers Together 

 

The Bible provides instructions of how we can strengthen and maintain our relations and ties with each other as brothers and sisters in Christ. It also 

shows that the people, or us, who are joined together to and in God, are not meant to be an exclusive chain or circle [take up the red cord and tape 

rolls and bend them to a circle, and then re-open] but be open for others. The cord of three strand has an open end, at least for the time being, as many 

ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǘǊƛƴƎŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǇŜŀǊƭǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜΦ 

 

The cord of three strands also brings forth other threads, or the triune God endows us with the threads respectively relations and ties that bind and 

hold us together. LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ to illustrate this by means of differently coloured threads that each stands for a particular way of strengthening, maintaining 

and creating new relations and ties in and for a Christian community. 

 

These are the six different-coloured threads: 

 

¶ The red thread stands for loving each other as God has commanded and shown through Jesus Christ . 

¶ The white thread stands for repenting sins and forgiving each other. 

¶ The blue thread stands for the continuous meeting, sharing of time and space,  goods and money, food and drink, and helping, serving and 

caring for each other as believers. 

¶ The green thread stands for praying, worshiping, singing, praising in a congregation. 

¶ The yellow thread stands for studying the Bible together. 

¶ The brown thread stands for ministering together in the Great (Com)mission and/or working for a godly purpose by individual and joint efforts 

with the gifts every believer has received from God. 

 

 

 

 

  



Red thread: Loving one another 

 

ά! ƴŜǿ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ L ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳΥ [ƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ !ǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ȅƻǳΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ όJohn 13:34, see also Romans 13:8-10) 

 

ά.Ŝ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴǘƭŜΤ ōŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΣ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΦέ όEphesians 4:2) 

 

ά.Ŝ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊƭȅ ƭƻǾŜΦ IƻƴƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀōƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦέ όRomans 12:10) 

 

ά!ƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎǇǳǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŜŘǎΦέ όHebrews 10:24) 
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White thread: Confessing sins to and forgiving one another 

 

ά/ƻƴŦŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ όJames 5:16) 

 

 ά.ŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƎǊƛŜǾŀƴŎŜǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ CƻǊƎƛǾŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŦƻǊƎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ όColossians 3:13) 

 

ά.Ŝ ƪƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŦƻǊƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ DƻŘ ŦƻǊƎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ όEphesians 4:32, see also Matthew 5:9) 

 

άaŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻōƻŘȅ Ǉŀȅǎ ōŀŎƪ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿǊƻƴƎΦέ ό1 Thessalonians 5:15) 

 

ά[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǘŜŘΣ ǇǊƻǾƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾȅƛƴƎ each otherΦέ όGalatians 5:26) 

 

ά5ƻƴϥǘ ƎǊǳƳōƭŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ WǳŘƎŜ ƛǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΗέ όJames 5:9, see also Ephesians 4:26) 

 

ά[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ǎǘƻǇ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴȅ ǎǘǳƳōƭƛƴƎ ōƭƻŎƪ ƻǊ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊϥǎ ǿŀȅΦέ όRomans 

14:13) 

 

άDƻŘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ό2 Corinthians 5:18) 

 

άL ώtŀǳƭϐ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ may be no divisions among 

you ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦέ ό1 Corinthians 1:10) 

 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘǎ ǇŀǊǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ ό1 Corinthians 12:25) 

 

However: 

άIŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘƭŜǎǎ ŘŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŜƳΦέ όEphesians 5:11) 

 

ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ȅƻƪŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎΦ CƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŎƪŜŘƴŜǎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΚ hǊ ǿƘŀǘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ Ŏŀƴ ƭight have with 

ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΚά ό2 Corinthians 6:14) 
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Blue thread: Meeting with and caring for one another 

 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ώǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎϐ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎϥ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled 

with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling 

their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number 

daily those who were being saved.έ όActs 2:42-47) 

 

ά9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǇΦέ ό1 Thessalonians 5:11, see also 1 Thessalonians 4:18) 

 

άL ώtŀǳƭϐ ƭƻƴƎ to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strongτthat is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each 

other's faith. (Romans 1:11-12) 

 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ώǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎϐ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎϥ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀyer. Everyone was filled 

with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling 

their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number 

daily those who were being saved.έ όActs 2:42-47) 

 

ά{ƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘϥǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦέ όRomans 12:13) 

 

 ά/ŀǊǊȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊϥǎ ōǳǊŘŜƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ όGalatians 6:2) 

 

ά¸ƻǳΣ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦǊŜŜΦ .ǳǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǘƻ ƛƴŘǳƭƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴŦǳƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΤ ǊŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΦέ όGalatians 5:13) 

 

ά9ŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƎƛŦǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ DƻŘϥǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŦƻǊƳǎ (...) If anyone serves, he 

should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praiǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ ό1 Peter 4:10-11, see also Matthew 20:28 

and Ephesians 4:11-16) 
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Green thread: Praying, worshiping and singing with one another 

 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ώǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎϐ devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled 

with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling 

their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number 

daily those who were being saved.έ όActs 2:42-47) 

 

άtǊŀȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅΦέ ό1 Thessalonians 5:17) 

 

άtǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƘŜŀƭŜŘΦέ όJames 5:16) 

 

 ά{ǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǎŀƭƳǎΣ ƘȅƳƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎƻƴƎǎΦ {ƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ όEphesians 5:19) 

 

ά{ƛƴƎ ǇǎŀƭƳǎΣ ƘȅƳƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎƻƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΦέ όColossians 3:16) 
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Yellow thread: Studying the Bible with one another  

ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŘǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ȅƻǳ ǊƛŎƘƭȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƻƴƛǎƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΦέ όColossians 3:16) 

 

 άL ώtŀǳƭϐ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀƳ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘΣ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛƴ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ 

(Romans 15:14, see also Proverbs 27:17, 1 Thessalonians 5:12) 

 

άtǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘΤ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΤ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΣ ǊŜōǳƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜτwith great patience and careful ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦέ ό2 Timothy 

4:2, see also Titus 1:5-16) 
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Brown thread: Ministering together in the Great (Com)mission and/or working for a godly purpose by individual and joint efforts with the gifts 

every believer has received from God. 

 

ά¢ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ϧ!ƭƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

ǎǳǊŜƭȅ L ŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜΦέ όMatthew 28:18-20, see also Mark 16:15) 

 

ά!ƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΣ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛmself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to 

himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's 

ambassadors, ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ DƻŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǳǎΦ ²Ŝ ƛƳǇƭƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘϥǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦΥ .Ŝ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΦέ ό2 Corinthians 5:18-20) 

 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ Ƴȅ ŘŜŀǊ ōǊƻǘƘers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǾŀƛƴΦέ ό1 Corinthians 15:58) 

 

ά9ŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƎƛŦǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ DƻŘϥǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŦƻǊƳǎ (...) If anyone serves, he 

should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ ό1 Peter 4:10-11, see also Matthew 20:28 

and Ephesians 4:11-16) 

 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ώǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎϐ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎϥ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀyer. Everyone was filled 

with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling 

their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number 

daily those who were being savedΦέ όActs 2:42-47) 
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Conclusion: 

 

All of these six threads should be used to strengthen, maintain and create new relations and ties in and for a Christian community. 

The more threads we add together and make a cord out of them in the fashion of Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, and use it as a tie between us, the better they 

keep us together, and the more appealing their strength and ŎƻƭƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎΦ Amen. 

[make a cord of the treads and bind it together with some of the tape rolls].  

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǎƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ Jesus, stand among us (381), and then conclude our worship meeting with the Blessing Song. 

After that we hear a few announcements, and then will be time to spend some time together over a cup of coffee or tea. 

Keep each other in prayers this coming week [hand out green threads for everyone as a reminder of praying for one another] ;-) 
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