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Structure 

 

1. Welcome  

 

2. Opening Prayer (Luke 11:28)  

 

3. Songs  
3.1 (38) As we are gathered http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sF7hRRz_c0Y  

3.2 (381) Jesus, stand among us http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yNd6m7MbJh4&NR=1  

3.3 (135) Father in heaven, how we love You http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5RjLEcomNcY&feature=related  

 

4. Message (Blessed to bless, Genesis 12:2-3)  
4.1 Introduction to blessing (and curse)  

4.2 Definitions of blessing (and curse)  

4.3 Synonyms of blessing  

4.4 Antonyms of blessing (curse)  

4.5 Different Languages and Word Origins of blessing (curse)  

4.6 Occurrence of blessing in the Bible (curse)  

 
4.7 Meanings of blessing (curse) according to the Bible  

Scripture readings, interpretation, poem and graphic illustration throughout 4.7. The focus will be on understanding the meaning of being blessed and being a blessing by 

relating it to curse, cursing and ƳŀƴΩǎ relationship with a triune God and creation. However, all in all the emphasis will be on blessing, as curse/cursing is just related to it and 

secondary to a believer in Christ.  

 

4.7.1 God blesses (curses) His creation as the Father in Heaven  

4.7.2 God blesses (curses) man as the Father in Heaven  

4.7.3 God blesses man through Jesus Christ (Christ becomes the curse/blessing for man!)  

4.7.4 Man blesses (curses) or is a blessing to creation, himself and others by the Holy Spirit (the curse/cursing is not by the Spirit but evil spirit)  

4.7.5 Man blesses (curses) God as the Triune God  

 

5. Songs  
5.1 (9) All glory, laud and honour http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZX7EzqMBjfo  

5.2 (59) Blessed assurance http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0GigkFwnTN0  

5.3 (200) Great is Thy faithfulness http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k1WhFtVp0o  

 

6. Application (Reflection through Thanksgiving & Prayers)  

 

7. Closing Prayer (Psalm 103)  

 

8. Blessing Song  

 

9. Announcements & Song 'O the Lord is good to me'  

 

10. Fellowship Time  

 

11. Clean-up  
 

12. Farewell  
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1. Welcome 

 

Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ, 

and those who have come to hear and learn more about Jesus! 

 

Welcome to join in for this worship meeting throughout (and beyond) of which IΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ invite you to search 

ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ άōŜƛƴƎ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ being a ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎέ, according to the promise God gave to Abraham and to 

us as believers in Jesus Christ, in Genesis 12:2: άL ǿƛƭƭ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ΦΦΦ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΦέ 

 

So, please tŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǘǎΣ ƎŜǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ άōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎέ and apply its teachings 

in your lives, as I will do in mine. 

 

For those who want to read up the message later on, and take the time to study the Bible in more detail with 

ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘƻǇƛŎΣ you may download it from our website at http://icfo.wordpress.com or 

http://www.church.fi/oulu  

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ 

 

 

2. Opening Prayer 

 

Lord, thank you for bringing us here today to worship together, to praise you, sing songs and devote ourselves 

to listen and to adhere to your Holy Word. 

 

Bless us, and also the ones that cannot be here today to obtain the readings and interpetation of Scripture, 

just as Christ promised in Luke 11:28: άBlessed are those who hear and obey the Word of Godέ. 

 

Let your Holy Spirit guide us to understand Scripture and Your will for each of us individually, and collectively 

as a congregation, as members joined in Christ Jesus. 

 

Lord, we also ask You to forgive us all our sins that hinder us from having a blessed relationship with You and 

each other, and people we know or whom we will meet in our lives! Help us to overcome sin by the power of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Also, let us forgive those who sinned against us, so that we all may relate to You and others with a clean and 

pure heart. May nothing wrong reside in us, may we become and stay truly holy, perfect like You, o God. For 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:48: ά.e perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.έ 

 

Lƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅΦ Amen. 

 

 

3. Songs 

 

3.1 (38) As we are gathered http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sF7hRRz_c0Y 

3.2 (381) Jesus, stand among us http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yNd6m7MbJh4&NR=1 

3.3 (135) Father in heaven, how we love You 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5RjLEcomNcY&feature=related 
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4. Message 

Blessed to bless (Genesis 12:2-3) 

 

4.1 Introduction 

 

Dear congregation and visitors! 

 

As mentioned in the welcome words, in tƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ topic of άblessingsέ. What 

does it mean to άbe blessedέ and άto blessέ, or to άbe a blessingέ? Who does άblessέ, and who is άa blessingέ? 

Let me mention right at the beginning ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ άōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎέ have, above all, to do with our 

relationship with God, and through Him and Jesus Christ with the His creation, including all kinds of things, 

animals, ourselves and other people. More precisely, in order to find out about tƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ άōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎέ ǿŜ 

have to look foremostly at ƳŀƴΩǎ relationship with the triune God: the Father, Jesus Christ His Son and the 

Holy Spirit. That is, by looking into the relationship of us ς man ς with God, we may get an understanding of 

the meaniƴƎ ƻŦ άōŜƛƴƎ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎέ, and through that also in relation to ourselves, others and the 

world as a whole. 

 

Our lives are filled with άblessingsέ considering the fact ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ άōŜƛƴƎ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ and a 

blessingέ. Almost everyday we are dealing with blessings, saying to each other such words as άDƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳέΣ 

wishing to someone ά.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎέ at the end of a letter or e-mail message. Some of us may also adhere to the 

good habit of άōƭŜǎǎing the food and drinkέ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ grace over a meal in the midst of their family or 

friends, or silently in the restaurant or break room at their work or study place. At times I recall an incident in 

our congregation which occured a few years ago, when an African brother reminded all of us of praying 

before a meal. He was quite upset, as we had forgotten to bless the food and drink, and right so he was! 

 

Today we already joined in singing the ǎƻƴƎ άCŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ Ieaven, how we love You ... Blessed be the Lord God 

Almightyέ, and at the end of this worship meeting weΩƭƭ sing ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ά.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ Songέ, which was 

introduced to us by the Peedo family some time ago. Perhaps some of us, depending on the denomination 

ǿŜΩǊŜ ŦǊƻƳΣ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ receive the blessing at the end of a service spoken or sung by a pastor, using words 

from Scripture, lifting his hands and making the sign of the cross while you are standing (Leviticus 9:22, 

Numbers 6:24-26, Luke 24:50, 2 Chronicles 6:3): ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳΤ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƳŀƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎŜ 

shine upon you and be gracious to you;  the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. In the name of 

the Father, and the SƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ !ƳŜƴΦέ 

 

At some occasions we, or pastors, bless someone on the part of God and the Church to send him or her on a 

special mission, that is we consecrate him or her to the service of the Lord in some way or the other. 

Remember, a few weeks ago we blessed Grace and Hasmik, for they are expecting a child, and we wished 

ǘƘŜƳ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻtection during and beyond their pregnancy, along with their husbands and 

siblings, of course. We asked Grace and Hasmik to come up to the altar, and stood around them, laying on our 

hands, almost touching their shoulders, and one of us spoke words of blessings (Genesis 48:14-16, Hebrews 

6:1-2). But we may utter blessings also at a distance by means of prayer and, for example, remind God of 

blessing our missionary family Helmuth, Niina and Nea in Namibia, Jaakko and Katja in Australia, or our God-

daughter in Kenya. 

 

Today we will read and study the Bible together and, hopefully, ōŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ (Luke 11:28). 

Moreover, wŜΩƭƭ also sing praises to God in order to bless Him (Psalm 145:1-2). LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ we may find even 

more examples where we may or actually do encounter άōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎέ ƻǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƻƴ 

a very personal level ς άōŜƛƴƎ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘέ ς what does it mean? What does it mean for us as Christians, being in 

relation to God, fellow human beings or the creation at large? Lƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ƭƛŦŜ LΩǾŜ often been pondering on the 

meaning of blessings and being blessed. I think the meanƛƴƎ ƻŦ άōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎέ has kept me wondering  already for 
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a long time. The reason is that one of my favourite Bible verses, which I received at the occasion of my 

confirmation at the age of 14, is dealing with blessings or, as one may also put it: ōŜƛƴƎ άblessed to blessέ. The 

Bible verse is taken from Genesis 12:2-3 and reports of God speaking to Abraham. God promises Abraham to 

bless him and to make him a blessing for all nations due to his faithfulness and obedience (of leaving the 

country of his residence, and trusting that he and his wife Sarah may get children by the grace of the Lord 

etc.): άL ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅou; I will make your name great, and you will be a 

blessing... all peoples on earth will be blessed through youέ. 

 

Every now and then I get back to this Bible verse and marvel about it regarding its meaning in and for my life 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ LΩƳ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ. And as I was preparing for this message, I became aware that this verse deals not 

only with !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛǘƘ my (and our) relationship with God, and even His creation. In addition, I 

noticed that it is not only about blessings or being blessed etc., for God also says to Abraham in Genesis 12:2-

3: άL ǿƛƭƭ ōƭŜǎǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ whoever curses you I will curseΦέ Now, what does this mean? Is God 

cursing, why iǎ DƻŘ ŎǳǊǎƛƴƎΚ ²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛǘ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ God is only blessing people? Well, before trying 

to give answers to these questions, letΩǎ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ by exploring general 

definitions of blessings and being a blessing, and initiŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǳǊǎŜ ƻǊ ŎǳǊǎƛƴƎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ 

that we shall delve further into the Bible, thereby providing a fairly broad overview but also more detailed 

(yet not complete) understanding of  άōŜƛƴƎ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎέ, as ƻŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ relationship with God and His 

creation. 

 

4.2 Definitions ƻŦ Ψǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎΩΥ 

1. To make soemone holy, to sanctify. 

2. To make the sign of the cross over so as to sanctify. 

3. To invoke divine favor upon someone. 

4. To confer wellbeing or prosperity on someone: Bless you! 

5. To endow someone, as with talent, or gift. 

6. To honor someone as holy; glorify, praise: Bless the Lord, God Almighty! 

 

We will explore these definitions in more detail throughout this message. 

 

4.3 Synonyms (= same or similar meanings) ƻŦ Ψǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎΩ: 

1. To mark, sign 

2. To anoint 

3. To consecrate etc. 

 

Sources: 

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/bless 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/bless 

 

4.4 Antonyms (= opposite meanings) ƻŦ Ψǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎΩ: 

1. To curse 

2. To invoke evil or misfortune upon; damn. 
3. To swear at. 
4. To bring evil upon; afflict: was cursed with crippling arthritis. 
5. To put under a ban or an anathema; excommunicate. 
 

Sources: 

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/curse 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/curse 
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4.5 Different Languages and Word Origins (Etymology) of Ψǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎΩ: 

 

Hebrew baruk, ̀ ˒˶ ˓̌ , ̀ ˒˶ ˓̌ 
asre ˶ˑ̅ˍ˞ːˬ , ˶ˑ̅ˍ˞˒̕ , ˶ˑ̅ˍ˞˒̌ , ˶ˑ̅ˍ˞ 

to kneel, bless, on the part of God 
to bless, praise, on the part of man 

Greek eulogetos, ʶ ˂ˇʴʹˍˈˌ 
makarios, ˃ʰˁʱˊʽˇˌ 

to bless, on the part of God 
to bless, praise, on the part of man 

Latin bene + dicere; benedicere, benedictio 
signare 

well, speak; speak well of 
mark, to make the sign of the cross 

English Modern English to bless, blessing  
from Old English bletsian, bledsian, 
Northumbrian bloedsian, 
Germanic blothisojan, blotham 

see above 
 
to consecrate, make holy, give thanks 
to mark, sprinkle, consecrate with blood 

German segnen, Segen from Latin signare to bless, blessing 

Finnish siunata, siunaus from Latin signare to bless, blessing 

 

Sources: Various dictionaries, see links at words. 

 

4.6 Occurrence ƻŦ Ψǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎΩ in the Bible 

 

How many times ŘƻŜǎ Ψǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎΩ ƻǊ ΨōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΩ ŜǘŎΦ ƻŎŎǳǊ in the Bible? 

Results of searching the Old and New Testament with the query of ΨōƭŜǎǎ*Ω: 

 

New International Version (NIV) 378 times όŎŦΦ Ψǘƻ ŎǳǊǎŜΩ мср ǘƛƳŜǎύ 

King James Version (KJV) 463 times 

English Standard Version (ESV) 482 times 

 

Sources: http://biblos.com, http://www.bibleserver.com, http://www.biblegateway.com 

 

4.7 Meanings of blessing (curse) according to the Bible  

 

As mentioned earlierΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ άōŜƛƴƎ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ and a blessingέ by looking  

into the Word of God. What does it mean to be blessed and to be a blessing in a Biblical understanding? I shall 

try to provide a fairly broad overview but also more detailed (yet not complete) understanding of  άōŜƛƴƎ 

blessed and ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎέ according to ScriptureΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ōŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ, as far as I understand, 

to further relate our search and findings ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ (and even ƳŀƴΩǎ or our) ability to curse or cursing. 

Moreover, LΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ  ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŀōƻǳǘ άōŜƛƴƎ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ and a 

blessingέ ƛǎ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘƭȅ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŀƴΩǎ or our relationship with God and His entire creation. 

By reading and studying the Bible I also realised that throughout the history of creation and man each person 

of the triune God (God the Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ the Son and the Holy Spirit) gets a special emphasis 

at different times, giving meaning to blessing (and cursing), even though the three persons of God are always 

united, present in eternity and in some way or another related to man and creation, of course.  LΩǾŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ 

the message as follows, and also created a graphic illustration to help us grasp a comprehensive (but not 

exhaustive) understanding of blessings: 

 

Structure: 

4.7.1 God blesses (curses) His creation as the Father in Heaven  

4.7.2 God blesses (curses) man as the Father in Heaven  

4.7.3 God blesses man through Jesus Christ (Christ becomes the curse/blessing for man!)  

4.7.4 Man blesses (curses) or is a blessing to creation, himself and others by the Holy Spirit (the curse/cursing 

is not by the Spirit but evil spirit)  

4.7.5 Man blesses (curses) God as the Triune God 
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4.7.1 God blesses (curses) His creation as the Father in Heaven 

 

We read in Genesis 1 and 2 that God creates the heavens and earth and all that is in it. We learn that He 

concludes His acts of creation usually by stating that everything and everyone created is good. Moreover, we 

find out that He also blesses His creation. However, we will also have to see that the Lord turns to cursing 

man and His creation as a result of man falling apart from Him. [ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǉǳƛȊΥ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ 

ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻƳ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΚ [ŜǘΩǎ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǘǊȅΗ 

 

God blesses the fishes and birds: 

Genesis 1:20-23 (NIV) 

[...] And God saw that it was good. God blessed them and said, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the 

water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth. 

 

God blesses the seventh day: 

Genesis 2:2-3 (NIV) 

By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his 

work. And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating 

that he had done. 

 

Later on, after the fall of man, God curses the serpent: 

Genesis 3:14 (NIV) 

So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, "Cursed are you above all the livestock and 

all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 

 

God also curses the ground, the earth by which Adam and Eve gain their livelihood: 

Genesis 3:17 (NIV) 

To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 

'You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days 

of your life. 

 

Yet already at that point of time God indicates that one day the serpent is to be crushed (Genesis 3:15). At this 

ǎǘŀƎŜ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǉǳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƻŜƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέ ōȅ James Weldon Johnson, for it 

ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ DƻŘΩǎ creative work, and the goodness and άblessednessέ of it. After a little pause 

we will hear the second part of the poem, dealing with the creation and blessing of man, Adam and Eve. 

 

The Creation (1st part) 

 

And God stepped out on space, 
And he looked around and said: 
I'm lonely-- 
I'll make me a world. 
 
And far as the eye of God could see 
Darkness covered everything, 
Blacker than a hundred midnights 
Down in a cypress swamp. 
 
Then God smiled, 
And the light broke, 
And the darkness rolled up on one side, 
And the light stood shining on the other, 
And God said: That's good!  
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Then God reached out and took the light in his hands, 
And God rolled the light around in his hands 
Until he made the sun; 
And he set that sun a-blazing in the heavens. 
And the light that was left from making the sun 
God gathered it up in a shining ball 
And flung it against the darkness, 
Spangling the night with the moon and stars. 
Then down between 
The darkness and the light 
He hurled the world; 
And God said: That's good! 
 
Then God himself stepped down-- 
And the sun was on his right hand, 
And the moon was on his left; 
The stars were clustered about his head, 
And the earth was under his feet. 
And God walked, and where he trod 
His footsteps hollowed the valleys out 
And bulged the mountains up. 
 
Then he stopped and looked and saw 
That the earth was hot and barren. 
So God stepped over to the edge of the world 
And he spat out the seven seas-- 
He batted his eyes, and the lightnings flashed-- 
He clapped his hands, and the thunders rolled-- 
And the waters above the earth came down, 
The cooling waters came down. 
 
Then the green grass sprouted, 
And the little red flowers blossomed, 
The pine tree pointed his finger to the sky, 
And the oak spread out his arms, 
The lakes cuddled down in the hollows of the ground, 
And the rivers ran down to the sea; 
And God smiled again,  
And the rainbow appeared, 
And curled itself around his shoulder. 
 
Then God raised his arm and he waved his hand 
Over the sea and over the land, 
And he said: Bring forth! Bring forth! 
And quicker than God could drop his hand, 
Fishes and fowls 
And beasts and birds 
Swam the rivers and the seas, 
Roamed the forests and the woods, 
And split the air with their wings. 
And God said: That's good! 
 

[to be continued] 

 

Source: http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15589 

 

  

http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15589


4.7.2 God blesses (curses) man as the Father in Heaven 

 

The poem continues giving a lively account of the creation and blessing of man. Please note the expression of 

kneeling (= to bless) that James Weldon JohnsonΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ǳǎŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻŜƳ ά¢ƘŜ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέΥ 

 

The Creation (2nd part) 

 

Then God walked around, 
And God looked around 
On all that he had made. 
He looked at his sun,  
And he looked at his moon, 
And he looked at his little stars; 
He looked on his world 
With all its living things, 
And God said: I'm lonely still. 
 
Then God sat down-- 
On the side of a hill where he could think; 
By a deep, wide river he sat down; 
With his head in his hands, 
God thought and thought, 
Till he thought: I'll make me a man! 
 
Up from the bed of the river 
God scooped the clay; 
And by the bank of the river 
He kneeled down; 
And there the great God Almighty 
Who lit the sun and fixed it in the sky,  
Who flung the stars to the most far corner of the night, 
Who rounded the earth in the middle of his hand; 
This great God, 
Like a mammy bending over her baby, 
Kneeled down in the dust 
Toiling over a lump of clay 
Till he shaped it in is his own image; 
 
Then into it he blew the breath of life, 
And man became a living soul. 
Amen.       Amen. 
 

Source: http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15589 

 

 

God creates and blesses man: 

Genesis 1:26-31, 2:7,18,21-24 , 5:1-2 (NIV) 

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and 

the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the 

ground." So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 

created them. God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 

subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the 

ground." Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree 

that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of 

the air and all the creatures that move on the groundτeverything that has the breath of life in itτI give every 
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green plant for food." And it was so. God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. [...] the Lord God 

formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 

became a living being. [...]The Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper 

suitable for him." [...] So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he 

took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib 

he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and 

flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman,' for she was taken out of man." For this reason a man will leave 

his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. [...] When God created man, 

he made him in the likeness of God. He created them male and female and blessed them. 

 

Originally God and man enjoy a perfect relationship, which is expressed both in the poem and the Biblical 

account in Genesis. God has given man life in abundance, and a world to live in with all the riches that one can 

imagine. However, soon enough man is deceived and commits sin, thereby breaking the relationship with God 

(Genesis 3). As a consequence ƻŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǎƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ, God not only curses the ground but also inflicts pain on 

Adam and Eve, and all mankind: 

 

Genesis 3:16-19 (NIV) 

To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to 

children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you." To Adam he said, "Because you 

listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,'     "Cursed 

is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce 

thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow     you will eat 

your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will 

return." 

 

Moreover, Adam and Eve are also expelled from the Garden Eden, which originally served as a perfect 

dwelling place for an uncorrupted relationship of man with God: 

 

Genesis 3:23-24 (NIV) 

So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 

After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword 

flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 

 

Throughout the early and later history of man we find out that God cursed man even more severely as a 

punishment for the evil deeds he committed ever after the original sin. Think about Cain, one of the sons of 

Adam and Eve, who killed his brother Abel to find favour before God but ended up achieving exactly the 

opposite, see Genesis 4 (NIV). We can read in the Bible that Cain, as a consequence of the sinful act of 

commiting murder άǿill be ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ a restless wanderer on the earth." Even 

creation is άsuffering and groaning in painέ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ Ŧŀƭl and sinfulness (Romans 8:19-23, see also 

Isaiah 24:4-6, Hosea 4:1-3). 

 

I believe that  soon after the fall of Adam and Eve and Cain man began to miss and crave for the original 

blessed relationship with God and His creation. Man realised the consequences of the separation from God in 

painful ways. Thus it is quite understandable that the Bible states that by that time άmen began to call on the 

name of the Lordέ (Genesis 4:26, see also 1 Chronicles 4:10). !ƴŘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DƻŘΩǎ 

grace that ƳŀƴΩǎ call was answered by God at many occasions in human history, over and over again. Thus our 

Heavenly Father continued blessing man (Abel, Seth, Noah). The curse, however, prevails as well for the time 

being, as we shall see in the following parts of this message. 
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We have learnt that God governs the life of the offspring of Adam and Eve by the Mosaic law. It is based on 

the conditions set by God the Heavenly Father to uphold His covenant and relationship with the people of 

Israel. It meant that people in the Old Testament following the LoǊŘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜǎ can be called blessed and 

receive blessings in both spiritual and temporal waysΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ǝŀƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ 

understanding of the meaning of blessings, and what it means to be blessed to bless in the ancient times: 

 

Keeping ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ law, statutes, and commands and maintaining justice 

Deuteronomy 7:12-15 (NIV) 

Take care to follow the commands, decrees and laws I give you today. If you pay attention to these laws and 

are careful to follow them, then the Lord your God will keep his covenant of love with you, as he swore to your 

forefathers. He will love you and bless you and increase your numbers. He will bless the fruit of your womb, the 

crops of your landτyour grain, new wine and oilτthe calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks in the 

land that he swore to your forefathers to give you.  You will be blessed more than any other people; none of 

your men or women will be childless, nor any of your livestock without young. The Lord will keep you free from 

every disease. He will not inflict on you the horrible diseases you knew in Egypt. 

 

We can find many more verses in Scripture and Biblical accounts giving evidence that ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 

decrees and maintaining justice meant to be able to receive blessings and to be a blessing: 

 

Psalm 119:2, Proverbs 29:18, Psalm 106:3, Psalm 112:1 (NIV) 

Blessed are they who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart. 

Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; but blessed is he who keeps the law. 

Blessed are they who maintain justice,  who constantly do what is right. 

Blessed is the man who fears the Lord,  who finds great delight in his commands. 

 

See also in relation of blessing and curse: 

 

Deuteronomy 11:26-28, Deuteronomy 27:19, 26, Jeremiah 17:5 

Moses speaks: I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse - the blessing if you obey the commands of 

the Lord your God that I am giving you today; the curse if you disobey the commands of the Lord your God and 

turn from the way that I command you today by following other gods, which you have not known. 

Cursed is the man wo witholds justice. [...] Cursed is the man who does not uphold the words of this law by 

carrying them out. 

This is what the Lord says: Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who depends on flesh for his strength and 

whose heart turns away from the Lord. 

 

I believe that, based on Scripture and the Bible verses we just read, that by the Mosaic law God wants to have 

a relationship with man and governs the relationships among the human race. We know from the history of 

the people of Israel how hard this was for mankind, and that they (as we) cannot adhere to the fullest to His 

commands by our own strength. We will come to understand this in more detail at a later stage of this 

message. However, at this point I want to also issue a warning, and anticipate the main point of this message: 

CǊƻƳ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ we know and trust that Christ Jesus came to restore the relationship with man at 

Calvary and through His resurrection (and He will come again, to rule this world and then lift believers into the 

presence of God in eternity). Our faith in Jesus is based and we are justified only by the grace of the Lord, as 

Christ is the only One sinless and has fulfilled the law in its entirety: 

 

Deuteronomy 27:26, Galatians 3:10, Galatians 2:16 (NIV) 

Cursed is the man who does not uphold the words of this law by carrying them out. 

All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who does not 

continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law." 
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Know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our 

faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by 

observing the law no one will be justified. 

 

See for more details later in this message and, regarding the claims made above, feel free to consult also: 

John 1:17; Romans 7:4, 8:2, 10:4; Galatians 3:13,24, 5:4; Philippians 3:9. 

 

The following Biblical accounts provide a more comprehensive picture of the relationship of God and man in 

the ancient times, showing that blessings are not automatically received but are (as a condition set by God) 

connected with turning to the Lord, even though in the Old Testament people must have understood this as a 

difficult task due to their weakness and sinfulness, and the state of being under the curse as a punishment by 

God always reminded them that the original blessed relationship with God cannot be restored by their own 

strength or power (which is also true for ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ people and us, of course). 

 

Acclaiming and trusting the Lord 

Psalm 89:15, Psalm 84:5, Psalm 2:12, Jeremiah 17:7, Psalm 40:4 (NIV) 

Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, who walk in the light of your presence, o Lord. 

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their hearts on pilgrimage. 

Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. 

Blessed is the man who makes the Lord his trust, who does not look to the proud, to those who turn aside to 

false gods. 

 

Reading and listening to DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ 

Proverbs 8:34, Luke 11:28, Revelation 1:3, Revelation 22:7 (NIV) 

Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway. 

Blessed are those who hear and obey the Word of God. 

Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart 

what is written in it, because the time is near. 

Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book. 

 

{ŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΥ 

Psalm 24:3-6 (NIV) 

Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure 

heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false. He will receive blessing from the Lord 

and vindication from God his Savior. Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, O God 

of Jacob. 

 

Worshiping the Lord: 

Exodus 23:25-26 (NIV) 

Worship the Lord your God, and his blessing will be on your food and water. I will take away sickness from 

among you, and none will miscarry or be barren in your land. I will give you a full life span. 

 

Let me conclude this part of the message by stating again that it is impossible to fully meet all the conditions 

set by God the Father in Heaven ōȅ ƳŀƴΩǎ όƻǳǊύ ƻǿƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ, even though at times some people of Israel 

regained the state of being blessed, and were able ς ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ς to be a blessing to others, and enjoy a 

close relationship with God and His creation. We can understand this by looking once more into the case of 

Abraham ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ and commands: 
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Being obedient and faithful ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ and commands: 

Genesis 12:2-3 (NIV) 

DƻŘ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΥ άL ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΤ L ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ 

and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples 

ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳΦέ 

 

!ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ simple step of faith is repeated and exceeded at another 

occasion, when he is asked by the Heavenly Father to sacrifice his son Isaac. As a result of Abraham being 

simply obedient and his way of relating to God faithfully, the Lord gives the following promise, affirming the 

one given earlier ƛƴ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ (when he left the place of his residence with his wife Sarah): 

 

Genesis 22:15-18 (NIV) 

I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this [...] I will surely bless you and make your 

descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take 

possession of the cities of their enemies,  and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, 

because you have obeyed me. 

 

As far as I understand this, the case of Abraham and Isaac is pointing to the fact of the redemption and 

salvation of man through Jesus Christ, which is fully revealed in the New Testament: God steps down from His 

Heavenly Throne, He ƻƴŎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ΨƪƴŜŜƭǎ ŘƻǿƴΩ and thus blesses man (and man or us) by sending and 

ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛƴƎ Iƛǎ {ƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ wŜŘŜŜƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ŀǾƛƻǳǊΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ the people of Israel were awaiting the 

Messiah already in the Old Testament, and they (as man in general and we today) are surely blessed when 

awaiting Him (or claiming Him, as we already know the course of History): 

 

Isaiah 30:18 (NIV) 

The Lord longs to be gracious to you; he rises to show you compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed 

are all who wait for him! 

 

In the next parts of this message we will be continuing to ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ άōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎέƻǊ άōŜƛƴƎ 

ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎέΦ 9specially, we will gain an understanding of the blessing that Jesus Christ means for 

mankind and the whole creation. The subsequent parts of this message will also show that the Lord, as we 

just read, is compassionate and gracious and truly interested in restoring our relationship with Him ς in due 

time to the fullest state of άblessednessέ that we as believers and followers of Jesus Christ can only imagine 

and hope for at this very moment.  
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4.7.3 God blesses man through Jesus Christ (Christ becomes the curse/blessing for man!)  

 

bƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ we will come to understand that God blesses man 

through His Son, Jesus Christ. First and above all, He blesses man through Christ by Jesus becoming a curse for 

us (or rather taking the curse on our part on Himself). Secondly, God blesses man through Jesus and the Holy 

Spirit so that we may bless others, creation and God, as we shall see a little bit later in the next part of this 

message. 

 

Scripture reveals to us Jesus as the Son of God, as the Saviour and Redeemer (in the New Testament, but 

there are many Messianic prophecies about Christ in the Old Testament): 

 

Galatians 3:13, Deuteronomy 21:23 (NIV) 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone 

who is hung on a tree.έ 

 

Christ is called blessed in the Bible, even though He became a curse for us: 

 

Matthew 23:39,  Luke 1:42, 19:38 (NIV) 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

In a loud voice she [Elisabeth about Mary and Jesus] exclaimed: "Blessed are you among women, and blessed 

is the child you will bear! Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Peace in heaven and glory 

in the highest!" 

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ŏŀƴ ǘǳǊƴ ŀ ŎǳǊǎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ς ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ 

¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ read it here without looking at the context, as the purpose here is just to understand that 

for God it is possible to turn a curse into a blessing because of His love for man: 

 

Deuteronomy 23:3-5 (NIV) 

The Lord your God [...] turned the curse into a blessing for you, because the Lord your God loves you. 

 

LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ now also ǊŜŎŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ that a part of this promise has 

been fulfilled  through Christ, for believing Messianic Jews and Gentile believers in Jesus. Christ is the Messiah 

long awaited, άŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ WŜǿΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜέ όRomans 1:16): 

 

Luke 1:68-70 (ESV) 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people and has raised up a horn of 

salvation for us in the house of his servant David, as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old. 

 

Galatians 3:6-9 (NIV) 

Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness. "Understand, then, that 

those who believe [in Jesus Christ] are children of Abraham. The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the 

Gentiles by faith [in Jesus Christ], and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: "All nations will be 

blessed through you." So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 

 

Acts 3:25-26 (NIV) 

And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, 

'Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.' When God raised up his servant [Jesus Christ], he 

sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.  

 

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%203:13&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2021:23&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2023:39&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201:42&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2019:38&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2023:3-5&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1:16&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201:68-70&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%203:6-9&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%203:25-26&version=NIV


Romans 10:11-13, Joel 2:32 (NIV) 

As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him [Jesus Christ] will never be put to shame."For there is no 

difference between Jew and Gentileτthe same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, 

"Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 

 

As we will see in due time, the rich blessings of the Lord for Christian believers are mostly of spiritual nature, 

thereby however also having at times a blessing effect on physical or temporal matters. 

 

We may get a glimpse of the spiritual nature of blessings  by having a quick look at the sayings of Jesus Christ, 

especially those that we find in the Sermon on the Mount: 

 

Matthew 5:3-11 (NIV) 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek,  for they will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful,  for they will be shown mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of 

me [Jesus Christ]. 

 

From these sayings we may also derive blessings of temporal nature, as peacemakers will be a blessing in 

many ways, also in physical ways, in this worldΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ άIt is more blessed to 

ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜέ  (Acts 20:35, NIV) which also means to share and spread the good things and blessings 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ to those who are in need etc. (see also Malachi 3:10, NIV). 

 

Yet for people who do not  turn to the Lord as Saviour and Redeemer, who do not turn from their sinful ways 

and enter ς through Jesus Christ the Son ς into a faith-based relationship with God the Father, His creation, 

animals, people and ourselves, the curse of God remains: 

 

1 Corinthians 16:22 (NIV) 

If anyone does not love the Lord - a curse be on him. 

 

However, we shall also realise that God wants to bring the gospel to all mankind (2 Corinthians 5:14-21, Mark 

2:13-17; Luke 7:1-10, 8:40-56; John 4:1-26) and restore ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ (John 3:16) ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ 

with Him through Jesus Christ and faithful followers. Moreover, we will also have to understand that 

ultimately God is the source of blessing, and we are first receiving His blessings and are then called to only 

pass on the blessings, to be a blessing to this world. 
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4.7.4 Man blesses (curses) or is a blessing to creation, himself and others by the Holy Spirit 

(The curse/cursing is not by the Spirit but evil spirit)  

 

In the previous part of this message we came to see that God blesses man through Jesus Christ as the long 

awaited Saviour and Redeemer. We also had a brief overview of the kind of people whom Jesus calls blessed, 

thereby indicating that followers of Christ should be a blessing. Now we will have a more close look at how 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ creation, themselves and others. 

 

As mentioned earlier, the main emphasis in the New Testament is on spiritual blessings (see also Ephesians 

1:3-14, ESV), even though we may also receive and pass on physical or temporal blessings, and are called to 

ōŜǎǘƻǿ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƻƴ IƛƳΦ 

 

LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ to point out at this stage that for the time being Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father 

(Colossians 3:1). But when Jesus ascended to Heaven God provided the Holy Spirit as counselor and guide for 

His people, to gain understanding of His truth, including the possibility to find out about the meaning of being 

άōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎέ όMark 16:19-20, Luke 24:50-53, Acts 1:9-12, John 14:16,26, John 16:5-15). 

 

 

Man bestows blessings upon creation: 

We may think of preserving and taking good ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ όGenesis 1:26-31, Genesis 2:15-17, NIV), 

contrasted with bringing curses and destroying the earth with all the things and animals created by God 

(Ezekiel 34:17-18, Jeremiah2:7, Revelation 11:18, NIV. See other references in latter parts of this message). 

 

Or, we may focus our attention on the fact that we are called to bless the good things, such as food and drink, 

provided by God, thereby giving thanks to Him for everything: 

 

Matthew 14:19, Mark 8:7, Luke 24:30 (ESV) 

Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up 

to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave 

them to the crowds. 

And they had a few small fish. And having blessed them, he said that these also should be set before them. 

When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 

 

Man bestows blessings upon himself: 

Isaiah 65:16 (ESV), see also words of warnings, especially regarding the temporality of physical blessings: 

Deuteronomy 29:16-21 (NIV) and Psalm 49:16-20 (NIV): 

He who blesses himself in the land shall bless himself by the God of truth. 

 

Man bestows blessings upon others: 

Acts 20:35 (NIV) 

It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

 

Numbers 6:24-26, 2 Corinthians 13:14, see also Hebrews 7:7 (NIV) 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you;  the Lord turn 

his face toward you and give you peace. 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
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As Christian believers we are still living on cursed ground, and we are experiencing the curse and cursing of 

other people in many ways, above all through direct or indirect persecution. Followers of Jesus are called 

ōƭŜǎǎŜŘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:3-11, 

NIV). 

 

The Bible reminds us that we are blessed through perseverance (James 5:11, NIV), that is, as and even though 

we are experiencing tribulations and persecution, we should not answer evil by the same measures (Matthew 

5) but bestow blessings on enemies of Jesus Christ:  

 

Psalm 109:28, Romans 12:14, 1 Corinthians 4:12 (NIV) 

They may curse, but you will bless; when they attack they will be put to shame, but your servant will rejoice. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 

When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it. 

 

I believe that Christians have been given these commandments because God is compassionate and merciful 

and wants to draw more people to Him; moreover, our Heavenly Father wants to invite everyone to have a 

blessed relationship with Him through Jesus: άChrist died for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

ǳƴǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎΣ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ōǳǘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦέ (1 Peter 3:18, 

NIV) and: άDƻŘ ώΦΦΦϐ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘέ (1 Timothy 2:3-4, 

NIV). See as a warning of why one should not curse people  James 3:9 (ESV). 

 

We may take it as a task beyond this message to search the Bible and human history in order to find examples 

ǿƘŜǊŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŜǾƛƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŎǳǊǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ as a result of that and the Holy 

Spirit those people have come to Christ. Our task as Christian believers is not to curse but to bless, and we are 

άōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎέ, just as we are called to love as God loved ǳǎ όǎŜŜ ¢ǳƴƧƛ ¢ƻǊƛƻƭŀΩǎ message on love, based on 

Scripture, gving also a graphic illustration). 

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ and last part of this message and look into how we may and ought bless God, the 

Creator of the universe and everything being and living in it. 

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205:3-11&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%205:11&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20109:28&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012:14&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%204:12&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%203:18&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%202:3-4&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+3:9&version=NIV
http://www.theprisoners.org/icfo/wm021109.pdf


4.7.5 Man blesses (curses) God as the Triune God  

 

Above all, man blesses God in order to turn back the άǎƘƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ blessingsέ He poured out on him (see Ezekiel 

34:26 and aŀǘǘ wŜŘƳŀƴΩǎ ǎƻƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜύΦ This is being doneby followers of Jesus in all 

circumstances, and comes along with an attitude of gratitude. Christian believers may give thanks and bless 

God for both spiritual and temporal blessings. 

 

Blessing God for the blessing of redemption and salvation: 

1 Peter 1:3 (ESV) 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be 

born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

 

Blessing God for His comfort in difficult times and the blessing of prayer: 

2 Corinthians 1:3-11 (ESV) 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,  who 

comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the 

comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. FoǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎΣ ǎƻ 

through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and 

if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently endure the same 

sufferings that we suffer. Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you 

will also share in our comfort. For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of the affliction we 

experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. 

Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but 

on God who raises the dead. He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have 

set our hope that he will deliver us again. You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our 

behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many. 

 

Blessing God for His name and being: 

Psalm 145:1-2 (ESV) 

I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. Every day I will bless you and praise 

your name forever and ever. 

 

Blessing God for the provision of food, drink and land: 

Deuteronomy 8:10 (ESV) 

And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the Lord your God for the good land he has given you. 

 

We may also state here that a believer in Christ cannot curse God: 

 

1 Corinthians 12:3 (NIV) 

[...] No one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursedέ ώΦΦΦϐ. 

 

However, sinful man who rejects the love of God can curse the Lord, thereby inflicting eventually eternal 

damnation (curse) and separation from God on him- or herself (Revelation 16:7-11, Revelation 20:15, 

Revelation 22:14-15, NIV). 

 

In contrast to these people, the ones who put their faith in God like Abraham (Genesis 12:2-3) respectively 

who accept ǘƘŜ άōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎέ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴd persevere according to the άōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƘƻǇŜέ όTitus 2:13, NIV) in 

their Saviour and Redeemer will some day be able to live eternally in a totally restored relationship and face-

to-face with God Himself (Revelation 20:6, Revelation 19:9, Revelation 22:4, NIV).  

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+34:26&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+34:26&version=NIV
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2020:15&version=ESV
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Furthermore, for Christian believers there will be no more curse, and they will also experience the full 

restoration of creation (Isaiah 11:6-9, NIV) in DƻŘΩǎ new heaven and earth, and the New Jerusalem, the Holy 

City (Revelation 3:12, 21:1-2, NIV): 

 

Revelation 22:3 (NIV) 

No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will 

serve him. 

 

Revelation 22:14-15 (NIV) 

Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they [...] may go through the gates into the city. Outside are the 

dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who 

loves and practices falsehood. 

 

¢ƻ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǿƛǘƘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǇƻǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΥ 

 

What about us, you and me? Do we understand, have we understood what it means to άbe blessedέ? Do we 

allow God the Heavenly Father to άblessέ us through His Son, Jesus Christ? Are we faithfully following Him, 

and άbe a blessingέ in and to this world by the strength of the Holy Spirit? 

 

I certainly hope so and pray to God ς and you may join in later in this worship meeting ς and άŎŀƭƭ ƻƴ IƛƳέ  

that each and everyone of us, and many more to come, ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎέ, until Jesus Christ returns 

and God makes everything new. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2011:6-9&version=NIV
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5. Songs 

 

5.1 (9) All glory, laud and honour http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZX7EzqMBjfo  

5.2 (59) Blessed assurance http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0GigkFwnTN0 

5.3 (200) Great is Thy faithfulness http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k1WhFtVp0o 
 

 

6. Application (Reflection through Thanksgiving & Prayer) 

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƛƴ silence ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ. Each of us may 

take the time to consider, in person, for him- or herself, the ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ άōŜƛƴƎ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ 

ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎέ. Also, please thank the Lord, our Father in Heaven, for the many blessings he has bestowed upon 

you, and your loved ones, even your enemies, whom you and I are called to love and to bless as well. Search 

your hearts and pray to the Lord, asking Him for both ideal and concrete ways how He may use you and me as 

a blessing in this coming week, in your own life or in the life of others, and above all, in relation to God 

Himself. !ŦǘŜǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ privately spent some time in silence I will conclude our reflection, thanksgiving and 

prayer with a closing prayer and reading from the Bible. 

 

 

7. Closing Prayer 

 

Lord, thank You for turning Your curse on Adam and Eve (or the ground, on which they enjoyed a perfect 

relationship with You) and us into a blessing by Your Son, Jesus Christ. We have faith and trust in You, o God, 

that You will keep Your promise to bless us (as Abraham), and help us to be a blessing in this world by the 

power of our Holy Spirit, whom You have given us on the part of Jesus Christ. We listen to a reading from 

Scripture: 

 

Psalm 103 (ESV) 

Bless the Lord, O My Soul 
Of David. 
 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, 
bless his holy name! 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits, 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
who satisfies you with good 
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
The Lord works righteousness 
and justice for all who are oppressed. 
He made known his ways to Moses, 
his acts to the people of Israel. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He will not always chide, 
nor will he keep his anger forever. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZX7EzqMBjfo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0GigkFwnTN0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k1WhFtVp0o
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20103&version=ESV


as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father shows compassion to his children, 
so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. 
For he knows how we are formed, 
he remembers that we are dust. 
As for man, his days are like grass; 
he flourishes like a flower of the field; 
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 
and its place knows it no more. 
But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, 
and his righteousness to children's children, 
to those who keep his covenant 
and remember to do his commandments. 
The Lord has established his throne in the heavens, 
and his kingdom rules over all. 
Bless the Lord, O you his angels, 
you mighty ones who do his word, 
obeying the voice of his word! 
Bless the Lord, all his hosts, 
his ministers, who do his will! 
Bless the Lord, all his works, 
in all places of his dominion. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul! 
 

 

8. Blessing Song 

 

In conclusion of our worship meeting, please join in to sing the blessing. This song encourages us to 

remember the Originator of all blessings, God, as Paul emphasised, in all the integrity and unity of DƻŘΩǎ 

trinityΥ άaŀȅ ǘƘŜ grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭέ ό2 Corinthians 13:14). 

 

/: May the Lord bless us and keep us, 

With His power be ever beside us; 

May the Lord look with favour upon us, 

And give us His peace :/ 

 

9. Announcements 

 

Wed 14.4. and 21.4.2010 ŀǘ мфΦлл .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀǘ .ŀǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ 

Fri 16.4.2010 at 18.00 [ŀŘƛŜǎΩ bƛƎƘǘ, .ŀōȅ ǎƘƻǿŜǊ ŀǘ 5ƛŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ 

Sun 25.4. at 16.00 Worship Meeting (Oliver Jarde) with possible Holy Communion (Tapio Pokka) 

Sun 2.5.2010 at 16.00 Worship Meeting (Patrick Nesbitt) 

Sun 9.5.2010 at 16.00 Worship Meeting (Peedo Team) 

and possible viisit of Niina Garoes and Nea (Helmuth travelling in Namibia and other parts of Africa) 

Fri 15.5. - Sun 17.5.2010 International Church Days 

Sun 17.5. ς no worhsip meeting due to International Chruch Days 

Fri 23.7. -  Sun 25.7.2010 International Summer Camp at Kellonkartano 

Planning team for the summer camp (marketing, Bible study, workshop, service, kitchen, kids etc.) 

Thu 1.7. ς Sun 4.7. International Marriage Seminar in Ryttylä 

Apartment for rent June-August 2010 by Annika 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Cor%2013:14&version=NIV


10. Fellowship Time 

 

Song: Oh, the Lord is good to me 

 

Oh, the Lord is good to me, 

and so I thank  the Lord 

for giving me the things I need, 

the sun, the rain and the apple seed, 

the Lord is good to me. 

Amen, Amen, Amen. Amen. 

 

Chatting over cup of tea or coffee, voluntary offertory, e-mail list, guest book,  

 

11. Clean-up 

 

12. Farewell 

 

 

Additional Material 

 

Song by Matt Redman 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NL3NFhmxQxs 
 

Blessed be Your name 

 
Blessed Be Your Name 
In the land that is plentiful 
Where Your streams of abundance flow 
Blessed be Your name 
 
Blessed Be Your name 
When I'm found in the desert place 
Though I walk through the wilderness 
Blessed Be Your name 
 
Every blessing You pour out 
I'll turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in, Lord 
Still I will say 
 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name 
 
Blessed be Your name 
When the sun's shining down on me 
When the world's 'all as it should be' 
Blessed be Your name 
 
Blessed be Your name 
On the road marked with suffering 
Though there's pain in the offering 
Blessed be Your name 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NL3NFhmxQxs


Every blessing You pour out 
I'll turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in, Lord 
Still I will say 
 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name 
 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name 
 
You give and take away 
You give and take away 
My heart will choose to say 
Lord, blessed be Your name 


