Koiteli

Bike Trip & Devotion
Saturday, 25 June 2011
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Programme:

10.00 Start by bike at St.Luke’s Chapel (Yliopistokatu 7)
N.B.! In case of bad weather. Cancellation by e-mail!
12.00 Start at Koiteli River Rapids, Fire Place nearby Parking Area
Devotion & Exercise “Evidence of God” (Jeremy Vuolo & Bastian Fahnrich)
13.30 Barbecue & Free Time - Bring your own stuff to grill and share
14.30 Return by bike and other means

Registration:

By e-mail to bastian@theprisoners.org or
phone at +358 50 31 749 31 until 23 June 2011.

Directions via Google Maps

Organised by International Christian Fellowship of Oulu
http:/www.church fi/oulu
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http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?doflg=ptk&ie=UTF8&msa=0&msid=217119230794669527896.0004a599ce061938e2afe&ll=65.079075,25.644836&spn=0.114864,0.445976&z=12
http://www.church.fi/oulu

“Evidence of God” - Devotion & Exercise
Koiteli River Rapids, 25 June 2011, 12.00 - 13.30

Looking for God’s Evidence (12.00 - 12.15).

In this devotion we’d like to look for evidence of God! Is there evidence of God? Yes, indeed:
God has revealed himself in many ways throughout history, as we can read in the Bible: “In the
past God spoke [...] through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last
days he has spoken to us by his Son [Jesus Christ], whom he appointed heir of all things, and
through whom also he made the universe!” (Hebrews 1:1-2)

We can see from this Bible text a few of the ways how God has revealed himself. What are
these ways God has revealed himself? Let's come up with these together by joint effort, and
write them on this outline, if you have a pen with you - we will later share them on our blog at
http://www.church.fi/oulu:

[People will suggest ways based on Hebrews 1:1-2 and other references and come up with ways
of God giving evidence of himself such as: Bible, Direct Revelation, Prophets, Jesus Christ, Holy
Spirit and Christian believers, Miracles, Nature/Creation. Here are a few mentioned with Bible
references:].

(1) Word of God (Bible): The Bible is a trustworthy source bearing evidence of God and His
attributes and working in the history of creation and mankind: 2 Timothy 3:16-17

(2) Jesus Christ: Jesus Christ is the perfect example of giving evidence of God: John, Hebrews 1:2
(3) Holy Spirit & Christian believers: There’s evidence of God through the Holy Spirit and
Christian believers. By accepting and following Jesus believers live an exemplary, Christ-like life
and use their God-given gifts and fruits of the Spirit for the building up of the Church and
speading of the Gospel: 1 Peter 2:12, Luke 6:44, 1 Corinthians 3:9.

(4) Nature / Creation: God has revealed Himself through creation and nature: Romans 1:20,
Psalm 19:1-6, Psalm 24:1-2, Psalm 104, Job 38-41, Luke 19:40, Matthew 5:45 etc.

Romans 1:20:

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are
without excuse.

Psalm 19:1-6:

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day
they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge. They have no speech, they use
no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their voice[b] goes out into all the earth, their words
to the ends of the world. In the heavens Cod has pitched a tent for the sun. It is like a
bridegroom coming out of his chamber, like a champion rejoicing to run his course. It rises at
one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is deprived of its warmth.
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Exploring God'’s Evidence (12.15 - 13.00).

- The Scripture often uses God'’s creation to draw important parallels for its reader. As we read
of Jesus being compared to a rock or a tree, we must often wonder, “Is there any significance to
these metaphors?” Let’s jump into some of these scriptures and find out!

- Let’s focus in more detail on God'’s creation and nature, and how it bears evidence of God

- We form altogether four (4) teams and do a small exercise in our teams. How does creation
and nature give evidence of God?

- Each team receives a paper (see below) with Bible verses grouped together around a certain
item of nature (rock/stone, tree, fish, bird). The Bible verses on the paper refer to God and
bear evidence of Him in some way.

- Go out in your team and ponder together on the Bible verses on your team’s paper. What do
the Bible verses mean? What do they speak about? How do they point/refer to God? Gather
your thoughts on the paper that you received (about 20 minutes)!

- When you're finished with the Bible verses and questions on your team’s paper, explore the
Koiteli area with your team. Gather natural material and create an art work with regard to the
Bible verses and nature item mentioned on your paper. Use only nature material, and make an
art work out of it in the green area nearby the Koiteli info board.

- The idea is that the art works of all the teams point to God and are left exhibited in the green
area nearby the Koiteli info board. One of the Bible verses of your team could be placed at the
art work, e.g. by means of small stones.

Sharing God'’s Evidence (13.00 - 13.30)

- When you're finished, gather together (at the latest at 13.00) with the other teams in the
green area nearby the Koiteli info board and form a circle with the people who come there.

- Each team presents briefly what Bible verses or nature item they have been pondering upon,
and how it gives evidence of God.

- The art works remain at the location as a pointer and reference to God, including Bible verses.
- If possible, we take a picture of the art works with mobile phone or other camera etc. and

we’ll share them through our blog at http://www.church.fi/oulu :-)
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Team 1: Rock/Stone

Of course we know that God is the creator of this earth, therefore He has created the rocks,
stones, and mountains which surround us: Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth...” However, the Bible often uses “rock” imagery when speaking about
God and His son, Jesus. Read the following verses and seek to determine the underlining
meaning behind this imagery:

Isaiah 28:16: So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: “See, | lay a stone in Zion, a tested
stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who relies on it will never be
stricken with panic.”

1 Corinthians 10:4: They drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock
was Christ.

Ephesians 2:20: You are built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone.

Psalm 18:2 “The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in
whom | take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.”

Q: In these verses, what does the “rock” represent?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Q: These verses are from both the Old Testament as well as the New Testament. What does
this imply about the Holy Trinity?

A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Romans 9:30-33: What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness,

have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but the people of Israel, who pursued the
law as the way of righteousness, have not attained their goal. 32 Why not? Because they
pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone. 33
As it is written: “See, | lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes
them fall, and the one who believes in him will never be put to shame.

Q: Who is the stumbling stone?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Q: Why did the people stumble over this “stone?” (see Eph. 2:8,9, Romans)
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Q: How can a man’s pride make Jesus a stumbling block to him?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]
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1 Peter 2:4-12: As you come to Him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God
and precious to him- you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house...

Q: Inwv. 4,5 it says, what does it mean that we are “living stones” being “built up as a spiritual

house”?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Q: What does mean for our responsibility as Christians?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Luke 19:37-40: When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives,
the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles
they had seen: “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and
glory in the highest!” Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your
disciples!” “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”

Q: What does Jesus mean, “If they keep quiet, the stones will cry out”?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Q: How does this display the awesome power and sovereignty of God?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]
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Team 2: Tree

God, being the creator of the heavens and the earth, is completely sovereign over all the plants!
He carefully designed each plant to perfection as Genesis 1:11-12 testifies: “Then God said, ‘“Let

the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed
in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. The land produced vegetation: plants
bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their
kinds. And God saw that it was good.” Not only did He design the plants how He intended, He
continues to watch over them and care for them: Psalm 104:16: “The trees of the LORD are
well watered, the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.”

Q: If God cares for the trees which He reigns over in His absolute sovereignty, how much more
will He care for His beloved children? (see: Matthew 6:28-30)
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Read the following verses and analyze how God uses trees to give us insight into our own lives:

Jeremiah 17:7-8: “But blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him.

They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not
fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and
never fails to bear fruit.”

Psalm 1:1-4: “Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way
that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the LORD,
and who meditates on his law day and night. That person is like a tree planted by streams of
water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither— whatever they do
prospers. Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away.”

Matthew 7:15-20: "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly

are ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree
bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit.
Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will
recognize them by their fruits.

Q: According to Jeremiah 17 and Psalm 1, what are the marks of a TRUE Christian?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Q: According to Matthew 7, what are the marks of an unbeliever?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

John 15:4-5: “Remain in me, as | also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. ‘I am the vine; you are
the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you

24

can do nothing.
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Q: What does this mean for the believers independence?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Q: What does this say about the actions of those who are saved and of those who are not?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]



Team 3: Fish

God, the sovereign creator of all the earth, took great care in His creation of the fish of the sea:
Genesis 1:20-21: “And God said, ‘Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly
above the earth across the vault of the sky.” So God created the great creatures of the sea and
every living thing with which the water teems and that moves about in it, according to their

kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.” The fish, as
well as the other animals, also point to God’s glory simply through their being, as Job testifies in
Job 12:7-10: “But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky, and they will
tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish in the sea inform you. Which
of all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this? In his hand is the life of every
creature and the breath of all mankind.” However, God uses the imagery of fish to paint a much
larger picture of His plan for man’s salvation! See the following verses and answer the
corresponding questions:

Jonah 2: From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the LORD his God. He said: “In my distress |
called to the LORD, and he answered me. From deep in the realm of the dead | called for
help, and you listened to my cry [...] But you, LORD my God, brought my life up from the pit.
“When my life was ebbing away, | remembered you, LORD, and my prayer rose to you, to
your holy temple.“Those who cling to worthless idols turn away from God's love for them. But
|, with shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to you. What | have vowed | will make good. I will
say, ‘Salvation comes from the LORD.””And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited
Jonah onto dry land.

Matthew 12:38-41: Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, “Teacher,

we want to see a sign from you.” Jesus answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for
a sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three
days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this
generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now something
greater than Jonah is here.

Q: Comparing these two passages, what does the fish that Jonah was swallowed by represent?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Q: In what ways is Jonah paralleled to Jesus?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Q: What did Jonah’s release from the fish’s mouth mean for the Ninevites?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Q: Similarly, what did Jesus’ resurrection mean for us?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]
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Psalm 8: LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory
in the heavens. [...] When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the
stars, which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human
beings that you care for them? [...] and the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that
swim the paths of the seas. LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Q: How does God care for His fish correspond to His love for people?

A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Matthew 4:18-22: “While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is
called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And

he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Immediately they left their
nets and followed him. And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of
Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and
he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.”

Q: According to Jesus in Matthew 28, the great commission, we are all to be “fishers of men”--

what is it to be a fisher of men?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Christians use the ICHTYS (fish) as a sign. It means “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour”
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Team 4: Bird

Like the rest of His creation, God created the birds with much care and thought: Genesis 1:20-
21: “And God said, ‘Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the vault of the sky.” So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing
with which the water teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every
winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.” Scripture often calls us to
consider the birds and reflect upon God’s kindness to them, for example in Matthew 6:
Matthew 6:26: Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?

Q: What is God'’s point in having us reflect upon the birds in this passage?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Q: How can this be a means of peace for the believer? Is this meant to strengthen our faith? If
yes, how?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Job 12:7-10: “But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky, and they
will tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish in the sea inform you.
Which of all these does not know that the hand of the LORD has done this? In his hand is the
life of every creature and the breath of all mankind.

Psalm 8: LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory
in the heavens. [...] When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the
stars, which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human
beings that you care for them? [...] and the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that
swim the paths of the seas. LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Q: What is the purpose of God calling us to reflect upon the birds in Psalm 8 and Job 12?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Psalm 124:7-8: We have escaped like a bird from the fowler’s snare; the snare has been

broken, and we have escaped. Our help is in the name of the LORD, the Maker of heaven and
earth.

Q: Have you ever seen a bird in a snare? What happens when the bird fights trying to break
free?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Q: What is our snare as humans that the Psalmist writes about?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]

Q: How have we escaped this snare?
A: [People will put their answer(s) based on their team’s discussion.]
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