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Opening prayer

Studying the Bible

(a) The Word of God

Isaiah 40:8

The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands for ever.
Matthew 24:35

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

Psalms 119:103-105

103 How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 104 I gain
understanding from your precepts; therefore I hate every wrong path.Nun 105 Your word is a
lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

(b) Bible study
Deuteronomy 4:1-14

1 Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you
may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers,
is giving you. 2 Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the
commands of the LORD your God that I give you. 3 You saw with your own eyes what the LORD
did at Baal Peor. The LORD your God destroyed from among you everyone who followed the Baal
of Peor, 4 but all of you who held fast to the LORD your God are still alive today. 5 See, I have
taught you decrees and laws as the LORD my God commanded me, so that you may follow them
in the land you are entering to take possession of it. 6 Observe them carefully, for this will show
your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say,
Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people. 7 What other nation is so great as to
have their gods near them the way the LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to him? 8
And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of
laws I am setting before you today?9 Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you
do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live.
Teach them to your children and to their children after them. 10 Remember the day you stood
before the LORD your God at Horeb, when he said to me, Assemble the people before me to hear
my words so that they may learn to revere me as long as they live in the land and may teach
them to their children. 11 You came near and stood at the foot of the mountain while it blazed
with fire to the very heavens, with black clouds and deep darkness. 12 Then the LORD spoke to
you out of the fire. You heard the sound of words but saw no form; there was only a voice. 13 He
declared to you his covenant, the Ten Commandments, which he commanded you to follow and
then wrote them on two stone tablets. 14 And the LORD directed me at that time to teach you
the decrees and laws you are to follow in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess.
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Deuteronomy 6:1-7

1 These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach you to
observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, your children and
their children after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you live by keeping all his
decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. 3 Hear, O Israel,
and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a
land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, promised you. 4
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you
today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you
sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.

Job 23:12

I have not departed from the commands of his lips; I have treasured the words of his mouth
more than my daily bread.

Matthew 13:47-52

The Parable of the Net

47 Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all
kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down
and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49 This is how it will be at the
end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw
them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51 Have you
understood all these things? Jesus asked. Yes, they replied. 52 He said to them, Therefore every
teacher of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a
house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.

Acts 17:1-15

In Thessalonica

1 When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where
there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three
Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that the
Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ, he
said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of
God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women. 5 But the Jews were jealous; so they
rounded up some bad characters from the market-place, formed a mob and started a riot in the
city. They rushed to Jason's house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the
crowd. 6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers before
the city officials, shouting: These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now
come here, 7 and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar's
decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus. 8 When they heard this, the crowd
and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. 9 Then they put Jason and the others on bail and
let them go.

In Berea

10 As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there,
they went to the Jewish synagogue.11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the
Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures
every day to see if what Paul said was true. 12 Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number
of prominent Greek women and many Greek men. 13 When the Jews in Thessalonica learned
that Paul was preaching the word of God at Berea, they went there too, agitating the crowds and
stirring them up. 14 The brothers immediately sent Paul to the coast, but Silas and Timothy
stayed at Berea. 15 The men who escorted Paul brought him to Athens and then left with
instructions for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible.



2 Timothy 2:15

1 You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things you have
heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be
qualified to teach others. 3 Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No-one
serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs- he wants to please his commanding officer. 5
Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless he
competes according to the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share
of the crops. 7 Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this. 8
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9 for
which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God's word is not
chained. 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the
salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 11 Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died
with him, we will also live with him; 12 if we endure, we will also reign with him. If we disown
him, he will also disown us; 13 if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown
himself.

A Workman Approved by God

14 Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God against quarrelling about words;
it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as
one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word
of truth. 16 Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more
ungodly. 17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus,
18 who have wandered away from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken
place, and they destroy the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm,
sealed with this inscription: The Lord knows those who are his, and, Everyone who confesses the
name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness. 20 In a large house there are articles not
only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for noble purposes and some for
ignoble. 21 If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble
purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work. 22 Flee the evil
desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on
the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments,
because you know they produce quarrels. 24 And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead,
he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Those who oppose him he must
gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of
the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who
has taken them captive to do his will.

Discussion and Exchange of Views & Experiences

Prayer requests, closing prayer

Lord, Speak to Me
(Francis Havergal, 1836-1879)

1. Lord, speak to me that I may speak And wing my words, that they may reach
In living echoes of Thy tone; The hidden depths of many a heart.
As Thou hast sought, so let me seek
Thy erring children lost and lone. 4. O fill me with Thy fullness, Lord,
Until my very heart o’erflow
2. O lead me, Lord, that I may lead In kindling thought and glowing word,
The wandering and the wavering feet; Thy love to tell, Thy praise to show.
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed
Thy hungering ones with manna sweet. 5. O use me, Lord, use even me,
Just as Thou wilt, when, and where,
3. O teach me, Lord, that I may teach Until Thy blessed face I see,

The precious things Thou dost impart; Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share.



